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Ameiva lineolata DumCril and Bibron 
Arneiva lineolnta DumCril and Bibron 1839:119. Type locality, 
"Saint-Dominigue," restricted by Schwartz (1965) to the 
Plaine de Cul de Sac in the vicinity of Port-au-Prince. DC- 
partement de I'Ouest, Haiti. Holotype, MusCum National 
d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris (MNHN) 2644, collected by "M. 
le docteur Bally," date of collection unknown (not examined 
by authors). 
Ameivu lineata: Wetherbee 1988:26. Lcrpsu.~. 
Content. Six subspecies are recognized: linenlato. beorensis. 
rneracula, perplicara, pri1,ignu. and sernota. 
Definition. Ameiva lineolata is a very small member of the 
genus Ameiva (maximum SVL of males = 59 mm, of females = 
54 mm; Schwartz and Henderson 1991 ). The dorsal caudal scales 
are sniooth and oblique, ventrals are in 26-33 longitudinal rows 
and 8- 10 transverse rows (strongly modally lo), subdigital scales 
number 57-77 (combined counts for both 4th toes), the 15th 
caudal verticil includes 1 4 2 1  scales, and femoral pores num- 
ber from 23-35 (note that, for all meristic characters, values are 
composites of all subspecies; Schwartz 1965). 
The dorsum is strongly lineate with 9-14 black longitudinal 
lines separated by cream to buffy longitudinal lines continuing 
onto the tail proximally. The black longitudinal lines are reduced 
to 6-9 on the neck just posterior to the auricular opening and to 
6-1 0 on the sacrum. The head pattern has two variations. either 
a pale diamond-shaped figure on the snout involving the dorsal 
head scales or a continuation of some pale dorsal head lines to 
the snout. Hindlimbs are black and white dotted or lined dor- 
sally. Fo~.elirnbs have a linear black and white pattern. Hands 
and feet are blue. The tail is bright blue to greenish-blue. Ven- 
tral coloration varies from white to pink to pale blue (Schwartz 
1965). 
Diagnosis. A~neiva lineolcctn may be distinguished from its 
Hispaniolan congeners by its small size and the presence of 
smooth dorsal caudal scales (dorsal caudal scales are keeled in 
Figure. Adult male Anleiva lineolata semora from lsla Catalina (specimen released at site of capture). 
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Map. Range of Ameiva lineolara (modified from Schwartz and Henderson 1991 ). Circles mark type localities, that of the nominate 
subspecies as restricted by Schwartz (1965). Dots indicate other records. 
all other Hispaniolan species of Ameiva) (Schmidt 192 1, Hender- 
son and Schwartz 1984. Henderson et al. 1984). 
Descriptions. In addition to the original description by DumCril 
and Bibron ( 1839). descriptions in varying degrees of detail may 
be found in Cope (1 862), Barbour and Noble ( 191 5). Mertens 
( 1939a), Cochran (194 I), Schwartz (1 965), and Schwartz and 
Henderson ( 199 1 ). Wever ( 1978) described the ear. 
Illustrations. A black and white photograph ofAineiva lineo- 
lata appeared in Hassler (1930), and a color photograph was 
included by Powell et al. (1996a). Cochran (1941) provided 
line drawings of the top and side of the head, chin, throat, and 
dorsal granules of A. I. lineolata and A. I. becrteti.ri.r, and she 
also included illustrations of the preanal and femoral regions of 
A. I. lineolata. Drawings of the dorsal patterns of A. I. lirreolata, 
A. I. privi~na, and A. I. serrroru are in Schwartz (1965). Wever 
(1978) illustrated the middle ear and a sensitivity curve of hear- 
ing frequency. 
Distribution. A Hispaniolan endemic, this species has a wide. 
but discontinuous range. On the main island. a single (more or 
less) continuous distribution extends from St. Marc, Haiti, in 
the northwest through the Plaine de Cul de Sac-Valle de Neiba 
to Azua, Repliblica Dominicana, toward the southeast. Disjunct 
populationi occur in the northwestern Repliblica Dominicana 
(Valle de Cibao and lsla Cabras), the Peninsula de Barahona 
south of the Sierra de ~ a h o r u c o  and adjacent areas of Haiti, 
near Presqu'lle du Nord-Ouest, on Isla Beata, and on Isla 
Catalina. This distribution, to a large degree, reflects the extent 
of extremely xeric regions, to conditions of which this species 
appears to be well adapted. The range was illustrated by Cochran 
( 1941 ), Schwartz (1965). and Schwartz and Henderson (199 1). 
Fossil Record. None. 
Pertinent Literature. Noble and Hassler (1933) noted that 
the "remarkable resemblance in size and color" between Atneiva 
lineolara and Mabuja lineolrtcr had resulted in the confusion of 
specimens. Cochran (1941) summarized the pertinent litera- 
ture on A. lineolata, described a number of specimens, and dis- 
cussed the characteristics of recognized subspecies. Mertens 
(1950) discussed taxonomy and distribution of Hispaniolan 
Ameiva. Schwartz and Klinikowski (1966) made brief com- 
parisons of A. lineolam to A. chrysolaem. Schwartz (1965) 
described each subspecies and discussed pertinent literature. 
Presch (1971, 1974b) examined specimens of A. lineoluta to 
characterize tongue structure and dentition of macroteiid liz- 
ards. Presch (1974a) included this species in a study of evolu- 
tionary relationships among macroteiid lizards. Henderson et 
al. ( 1987a, b) noted predation byAntillophispaiv~rons and Uro- 
m c e r  oxyrhvnchus. Powell et al. (1989, 1996b) discussed sym- 
patry with other xerophilic Hispaniolan lizards in the Valle de 
San Juan and aspects of niche partitioning in a lizard commu- 
nity containing A. lineolam. Weldon et al. (1993) documented 
dermatophagy. 
The species is included in additional checklists, guides, fuanal 
accounts, and keys by Gray ( 1845). Dumkril ( 185 1 ), Bocourt 
( 1874), Boulenger ( l885), Garman ( 1887), Barbour ( I9 14,1930, 
1935), Mertens (1938, 1939b, 1940). Boker (1939), Schwartz 
and Thomas (1975), Schwartz et al. (1978), Schwartz (1979), 
Schwartz and Henderson (1985, 1988), Wetherbee (l988), and 
Powell et al. (1996a). Barbour's (1937) checklist inexplicably 
omitted this species. 
Nomenclatural History. Barbour and Noble (1915) mistak- 
enly listed Ameiva lineolaru in the synonymy of A. taeniuw 
Cope, making the assumption that specimens of the former were 
merely juveniles of the latter. Schmidt (1921) and Cochran 
(1941) reestablished A. lineolata and A. tuerziura as distinct spe- 
cies. 
Remarks. Powell (1993), applying the evolutionary species 
concept (smsu Wiley 1978 and Frost and Hillis 1990), suggested 
that A. I. berrtensi.~, A. 1, meracula, A. I. perplicata, A. I. privigna. 
and A. 1. semota may warrant designation as full species. 
Frank and Ramus ( 1995) proposed the common name "dwarf 
teiid" for this species. Because this name overlooks the generic 
in lieu of a familial affiliation, many other teiids are small, and 
the name is neither descriptive of the characteristic pattern of 
this species or its distribution, we choose not to use it. 
Etymology. The name lineolata apparently is from the Latin 
lirreola (feminine diminutive for "lined"), in obvious reference 
to the many light longitudinal lines that characterize the dorsal 
pattern of this species. The name beatensis refers to Isla Beata, 
the island occupied by this subspecies; merc~culu presumably is 
from the Latin meracus (= pure, unmixed), but Schwartz ( 1965) 
provided no explanation for the name; perplicata is from the 
Latin perplexus (= complex) and alludes to the "entangled" or 
"involved situation encountered by Schwartz (1965) when nam- 
ing the M81e St. Nicholas series; privigna is undoubtedly from 
the Latin privignus (= kin), but Schwartz (1965) provided no 
explanation for the name; and semota is from the Latin semotus 
(=distant), presumably in reference to the substantial hiatus be- 
tween this subspecies and others. 
1. Ameiva lineolata lineolata Dumeril and Bibron 
Ameiva lineolata DumCril and Bibron 1839: 119. See species 
synonymy. 
Ameiva Iineolata lineolata: Mertens 1939x73. First use of tri- 
nomial. 
Definition. This subspecies (N = 104) is characterized by: 
large size (males to 59 mm SVL, females to 54 mm); a modal 
dorsal pattern of 8 black neck stripes, 10 black trunk stripes, 
and 8 black sacral stripes; a median dorsal line either entire or 
broken in the parietal region; a low number of transverse ventrals 
(8 arranged longitudinally in 29-33 rows), 4th toe subdigital 
scales (total from both feet 57-74), and femoral pores (total 
from both sides 23-30); and a high number of scales in the 15th 
caudal verticil (17-21). Snout coloration is pale buffy with or 
without indications of black dorsal stripes (Schwartz 1965). 
2. Ameiva lineolata beatensis Noble 
Ameiva beatensis Noble 1923:2. Type locality, "Beata Island, 
Dominican Republic." Holotype, American Museum of Natu- 
ral History (AMNH) 24328, an adult male collected by G.K. 
Noble on 3 October 1922 (not examined by authors). 
Ameiva lineolata beatensis: Mertens 1939a:73. First use of 
present combination. 
Definition. This subspecies (N = 15) is characterized by: large 
size (males to 58 mm SVL, females unknown); a modal dorsal 
pattern of 7 black neck stripes, 9 black trunk stripes, and 8 black 
sacral stripes; a black snout and head with pale lines crossing 
the outer margin of the eyelid on each side continuing anteri- 
orly to the snout; two pale median stripes leading to the upper 
surface of the head just anterior to the eyes and there joining to 
form a single stripe extending to near the tip of the snout; a pale 
blue and black hindlimb pattern; body stripes whitish in color 
changing to yellow or orange on the head and neck; forelimbs 
with three blue and two black lines on the antebrachium; a less 
distinct preaxial dark line; a light blue to greenish blue tail (pro- 
nounced distally); a high number of longitudinal ventrals (30- 
34). 4th toe subdigital lamellae (68-77), and femoral pores (27- 
35); and a moderate number of scales on the 15th caudal verticil 
( 16- 19) (Schwartz 1965). 
3. Atneiva lineolnta meracufa Schwartz 
Atneiva lineolatn meraculn Schwartz 1965:s 1. Type locality, 
"Monte Cristi. Monte Cristi Province, Repilblica Domini- 
cans." Holotype, American Museum of Natural History 
(AMNH) 39486, specimen collected by W.G. Hassler, Janu- 
ary 1930 (not examined by authors). 
Definition. This subspecies (N = 45) is characterized by: small 
size (males to 55 mm SVL, females to 52); a modal dorsal pat- 
tern of 8 black neck stripes. I0 black trunk stripes, and 7 black 
sacral stripes: a median pale dorsal line almost always broken 
anteriorly; a pale colored snout with much suffusion of the dark 
dorsal black pigment into the snout area; a high number of 
longitudinal ventrals (29-33). 4th toe subdigital scales (59-70), 
and femoral pores (24-3 I), and a moderate number of scales in 
the 15th caudal verticil (16-20) (Schwartz 1965). 
4. Ameivn lineolata perplicaa Schwartz 
Arneivl~ lineolatn perplicata Schwartz 1965:49. Type locality, 
"M81e St.-Nicholas, DCpartement du Nord-Ouest, Haiti." Ho- 
lotype, Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ) 63344, 
specimen collected by A.S. Rand and J.D. Lazell, Jr., 24-26 
July 1960 (not examined by authors). 
Definition. This subspecies (N = 11) is characterized by: large 
size (males to 58 mm SVL, females to 5 1); a modal dorsal pat- 
tern of 8 black neck stripes, 11 black trunk stripes, and 8 black 
sacral stripes; a median pale dorsal line usually (73%) broken 
anteriorly; a pale sandy colored snout without indications of 
black pigment; a high number of longitudinal ventrals (31-33 
in 8 transverse rows); a low number of 4th toe subdigital scales 
(total from both feet 62-69 ); a moderate number of femoral 
pores (26-32); and a low number of scales in the 15th caudal 
verticil (I 6-19) (Schwartz 1965). 
5. Anieiva litieolata privigna Schwartz 
Ameiva lineolata privigna Schwartz 1965:55. Type locality, "5 
km N Pedernales, Pedernales Province, Repliblica Domini- 
cans." Holotype, Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ) 
77223 (original number V2539), one of two specimens col- 
lected 25 June 1964 by D.C. Leber and R. Thomas (not ex- 
amined by authors). 
Definition. This subspecies (N = 37) is characterized by: small 
size (males to 56 mm SVL, females to 52 mm); a modal dorsal 
pattern of 7 black neck stripes, 9 black trunk stripes, and 7 black 
sacral stripes; head pattern resembling that ofAtneiva lirzeolata 
bearensis; a pale throat; a low number of longitudinal ventrals 
(26-32 in 8 transverse rows) and 4th toe subdigital scales (total 
from both feet 62-76); a moderate number of femoral pores 
(27-34), and a low number of scales in the 15th caudal verticil 
(14-1 8) (Schwartz 1965). 
6. Ameiva Iineolata semota Schwartz 
Ameiva lineolata semora Schwartz 1965:53. Type locality, "Isla 
Catalina, La Romana Province, Repilblica Dominicana." Ho- 
lotype, Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ) 77222 
(original number V55 I), specimen collected by D.C. Leber, 
20 August 1963 (not examined by authors). 
Definition. This subspecies (N = 3) is characterized by: small 
size (males to 53 mm SVL, females unknown); a modal dorsal 
pattern of 8 black neck stripes, 9 black trunk stripes, and 7 black 
sacral stripes or 8 black stripes; a median pale dorsal line al- 
ways broken; a tan colored snout with some suffusion of the 
dark dorsal black pigment into the snout area; a distinctive pat- 
tern of the brachium having three pale and two black lines with 
the preaxial line replaced by blue; a pale blue ventral colora- 
tion; a moderate number of longitudinal ventrals (30-32); a high 
number of 4th toe subdigital lamellae (68-72); a low number of 
femoral pores (23); and a high number of scales in the 15tk 
caudal verticil(l8) (Schwartz 1965). 
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